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For centuries the Far South coast of NSW was populated by the Thaua Aboriginal people and there 
are shell middens in the Broadwater area dating back 3000 years. The European connection started 
in 1797 with the voyage of discovery by George Bass and the first settlement was not made until the 
1830's when the Imlay brothers established cattle runs on the Pambula River flats. Panboola or 
Panbula were the early spellings of the Aboriginal name meaning "twin waters". 
 
In 1843 Surveyor Townsend drew up plans for the village of Pambula situated on the flats near the 
river and it was there that the first school and churches were built.  However, frequent flooding 
finally forced the relocation of the village to its present site on higher ground. 
 
Initially grazing and agriculture were the main land uses and stock routes opened up the country. 
Tents were replaced by slab and bark huts and then more permanent buildings were erected for 
homes, accommodation houses, smithies, hotels etc. By 1856 there were five licensed hotels and in 
1860 the foundation stone for the courthouse was laid, but Pambula was not proclaimed a town until 
1885. 
In 1888 the population exploded with the discovery of gold and villages grew up around the mines 
at Yowaka and Pipeclay Creek; but mining gradually declined in the 1900's.   
 
The river flats became famous for producing prize crops of maize and potatoes and the dairying 
industry gradually became established.  Wattle bark was in demand for tanning purposes, timber 
was felled in the surrounding forests for railway sleepers and oysters were farmed in the river and 
Broadwater.  Pambula continued to be the dominant town of the district with banks, Courthouse, 
hospital, newspaper, school of arts and commercial premises.  
 
The population and prosperity of the district fluctuated according to the economic, seasonal and 
social conditions affecting the country, but has always maintained a strong community sense, which 
is still a feature today. The first progress association was formed in 1884. 
 
Good quality hardwood was available locally so was a common building material.  Older buildings 
in the town show the typical high-pitched roofline and other design features of the era.      
 
The village has retained many old buildings and a walk through the streets and a drive around the 
surrounding area will invoke a feeling of Australia's past.   A small publication of this type only 
allows a brief mention of some of our many significant sites.   A leisurely walk around the village 
takes about 1-½ hours 
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THE TOWN WALK  
 
Starting at the roundabout on the Highway, going north on Quondola Street, you will see….. 
1  THE TOWN HALL . This building was originally known as the Pambula School of Arts, erected 
by contractor Bouquet in 1883 next to Toad Hall, across the road from where it stands now. In 1922 
it was dismantled piece-by-piece and re-erected with several additions, on its present location.  It 
has been the focal point of the social life of the district where balls were held, the library housed 
and talking pictures shown.        Across the road is a…. 
 
2   LATE VICTORIAN  timber cottage with the characteristic external brick chimney.                     
A little further north on the right is a…. 
 
3   SMALL WEATHERBOARD BUILDING  which was  erected in 1913 for the Independent 
Order of Oddfellows, a lodge instrumental in the provision of medical assistance and welfare 
benefits to Pambula people.  Over the years it has been used as a shop, Anglican, Methodist and 
Presbyterian Churches and finally St. Columba's Uniting Church.  Church services ceased here in 
October 2004. 
  Turn right into Oregon Street…. 
 
4  LITTLE GAHAN STREET  on the right has several fine examples of early homes. 
   On the north-east corner of the next junction is the…     
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5    PAMBULA DISTRICT HOSPITAL .  Construction of the earlier timber building commenced 
in 1914 and the hospital opened in January 1917.  The present brick building was opened in April 
1980   Parts of the old hospital were moved to form a home in Lochiel.     
 Turn right into Merimbola Street.   
 
6   THE WEATHERBOARD BUILDING  at No.15 is a good example of an early cottage.   
Turn left into Toallo Street.  The second road on the left, Narregol  Street, was…          
 
7   THE SITE OF THE PAMBULA COTTAGE HOSPITAL , which stood on the northeast 
corner.  Originally known as the Eden-Pambula Cottage Hospital, the facility was opened as a semi-
private institution by Dr. C. W. Morgan in January 1899. A public committee took over the running 
and financing of the institution in 1904 and in 1905 the community purchased the hospital outright 
from Dr. Morgan. It closed in July 1916.   
Continue on and turn right into Munje Street.  On the left is…  
 
8   THE CEMETERY . This is Pambula's second cemetery and has numerous early graves 
including father and son Syms Covington (see item 23  )   The grave index is available from the 
Bega Valley Genealogy Society, Old Courthouse, Pambula.                                    
   Continue south on Munje Street and turn right into Bullara Street.   
 
9   THE WEATHERBOARD COTTAGE, No.5 , on the north side was a maternity hospital, 
originally run privately and then taken over by the public hospital. It was not economical to run on a 
separate site so was closed. 
 
10   THE TWO STONE COTTAGES on the south side of Bullara Street were built on land that 
formed the original portion of the Woodlands farm purchased by John Martin in 1855. No. 6 
Bullara Street is believed to have been built around 1859, and No. 8, about 1890. A dairy was 
erected in 1900 and the silo in 1906. No. 6 was also used as a maternity hospital during the early 
1920's. Woodlands was once considered one of the best farms in the state, winning numerous 
awards and maintaining a herd of thoroughbred stock.               
 On the river flats to the left was…  
 
11   THE PAMBULA RACECOURSE, in an area of river flats known as the Pambula Recreation 
Reserve, dedicated in 1880. Many local sporting and recreational groups used the reserve.  Horse 
races were held, leading to the construction of a formed track, stables and other facilities. Frequent 
flooding caused interruptions to races until the course ceased operating in 1997.   The old racetrack 
now forms part of the Panboola Wetlands and Heritage Project, and is well worth a separate visit.                                                                                           
Turn right into Merimbola Street and on the right see … 
 
12   THE ORIGINAL TOWN WATER SUPPLY  was the well and standpipe still in existence, 
sunk in 1901 following requests from the Pambula Progress Association, with the auxiliary well for 
the hospital adjacent and to the east.   
Turn left into Toallo Street and on the right see…   
 
13   McKELLS, No. 47, which was built by the Behl family as a butchers shop in the 1860's, 
shortly after completion of the house at the rear.  Robert McKell bought it in the 1880's. His son 
William John was born in Pambula in 1891. William started working life as a boilermaker, became 
interested in trade unionism, politics and law, and served 29 years in the NSW Parliament, five 
years as NSW State Premier.  
He became a barrister in 1925.   After leaving State parliament he was appointed as the Governor 
General of Australia, serving from 1947 to 1953.  He was invested with the GCMG, becoming Sir 
William McKell, and served on the Privy Council. He became very interested in soil and water 



 
5 

conservation; the McKell medal is granted annually for excellence and achievement in these 
subjects. 
Continue to the roundabout at the crossroads and on the southwest corner see…           
 
14   THE COMMERCIAL HOTEL ,  (the top pub), was built by John Behl in 1878 and is the 
oldest hotel in Pambula still in operation. It was taken over by William Johnson in 1884.  
Extensions were added in 1887. In 1889 Alex and Caroline Robertson took over the license, 
commencing a relationship between the Commercial and the Robertson family that would span two 
generations and last until the 1920's. Further extensions were added in 1906.        
Across the road is…                                                                                              
 
15   TOAD HALL .   The building now known as Toad Hall was constructed in 1884 by John Behl. 
It has been used as a residence, baker's shop and the Fisheries Inspector's residence. It was 
converted into a craft shop in the 1970's.    
Continue west to the corner of Toallo and Monaro Streets, on the southeast corner is… 
 
16    THE SMALL STONE BUILDING .   The original Pambula Public School, opened in 1849, 
was located on the Pambula Flats but was plagued by flooding. This stone school building was 
completed in 1872.  By 1897 the need for better school accommodation was apparent and in 1908 
classes moved to a new school located on the site of the present Pambula Public School further up 
Monaro Street. Pambula Public School is now the fourth oldest in the state. Around 1913, the 
Masonic Lodge purchased the building and in 1957 put the newer brick extension on the building. 
Turn right into Monaro Street, on the left enter the driveway of…  
 
17    ST. PETER'S CATHOLIC CHURCH.    Not only Pambula's oldest house of worship, but 
also the Bega Valley Shire's oldest remaining Catholic Church still in use, this is actually the second 
to stand on this site and the third to be located in Pambula. The present structure was erected 
between 1867/68 after the first structure was destroyed by bushfire in 1862. Local builder Job 
Koerber added the gallery and a new entrance in 1892, and further improvements in 1898. 
Retrace your steps to the Courthouse corner.  The areas to the west of the courthouse were…   
 
18   THE CHINESE VEGETABLE GARDENS, which were in use up to the 1920's.  The 
Chinese arrived in the area in the 1850's and 1860's when they disembarked at Merimbula to join 
the trek to the Delegate and Kiandra goldfields.  There are still plants, such as the arum lilly and 
Chinese garlic growing wild in the paddock.  There were other Chinese gardens in the town. 
 
19   OLD COURTHOUSE.  This corner block has been associated with law and order since mid 
1850, being used at various times for police horse paddocks and stables, police barracks, residence, 
police station, prisoner accommodation and courthouse.  The Old Pambula Court House and Police 
Station is now the oldest remaining public building in Pambula. Pambula Court of Petty Sessions 
was proclaimed on January 8, 1858 and by 1859 a slab courthouse was in use.  
 
The foundation stone for the present building was laid in December 1860, with the building project 
completed in August 1861. It comprised a courtroom, two cells, Constable's room and sleeping 
room. Additions were carried out in 1895, which involved converting the existing watchhouse and 
cells to a police residence, and adding the two detached cells to the western end of the building. 
Further extensions were added in 1897/98 including the present courtroom to give us the complex 
as it stands today.  
 
Use of the cells ended in 1978, the courtroom in 1984 and use as police residence in 1990. In March 
1992, the Bega Valley Genealogy Society moved into the building and in 1994 the State 



 
6 

Government announced at a cabinet meeting held at Bega, that the complex would be handed over 
to the Bega Valley Shire Council as trustees for public use. 
From 1890 until mining ceased at South Pambula, a police officer stationed at the courthouse acted 
as a Mining Wardens Clerk and Mining Registrar, to issue miners rights and licenses.   
The courtroom contains many photographs of historical interest and is worth a visit.   
 Across the road and below the Old Schoolhouse, is the… 
 
20   SCHOOLMASTERS RESIDENCE. Stonemason Jacob Bernasconi and carpenter Joseph 
Hills completed this building in early 1877. Prior to the erection of this building the schoolteachers 
had to rent privately and at times it proved difficult to find a suitable dwelling. It is now a private 
residence. A small hospital operated on this site for some years from 1856.       
Further down on the right, is the house which was the…    
 
21   HOME OF THE BADDELEY FAMILY .  The Baddeley family originally resided in a house 
located further down the hill in what is now the swamp area. In 1873 serious flooding occurred, 
causing the house to be inundated.  Soon after this the family built the home that continues to stand 
today. It was occupied by five generations of the family until the death of Alma, the wife of Charles 
Arthur "Ben" Baddeley in May 2004 
 
To the rear of the house was the tannery opened by Charles Henry and William Baddeley in 1865. 
The tannery was one of the town's earliest enterprises and continued to operate until 1904, also 
making it one of the town's longest continually run family ventures.    The Baddeley family was 
highly respected in the area and made valuable contributions to local affairs, including supporting 
many organizations, sporting, cultural, welfare, business etc.  Their law and order contribution 
included work as magistrates and coroner.  Baddeley Place (off Merimbola Street) was named in 
their honour.     
Turn left at the Highway and left into Quondola Street, where you can see…                      
 
22   CHRIST CHURCH.  Anglican Church.  The present Christ Church is the third to be erected 
on this site.  At first, church services were held in various locations including the Roan Horse Inn at 
South Pambula.   The first church was a slab building erected on this site in 1856. In November 
1864 the foundation stone was laid for the second Christ Church. Designed by Lieutenant Woore of 
Goulburn.   It was constructed of local sandstone as well as Pyremont sandstone recovered from 
Ballast Point in the Pambula River, where ships dumped ballast before loading a cargo. It was 
completed in 1866. However, after years of deterioration, stonemason David Larkham of Goulburn 
inspected it and pronounced that it would have to be demolished.  Mr. Larcombe oversaw 
construction of the present church, with the foundation stone being laid in November 1953 and 
completion in 1956   
 
23   COVINGTONS.  This building began life as the Forest Oak Inn and has also been used as a 
general store, Post Office, court room, police barracks, Doctor's surgery and residence, and in more 
recent years, a restaurant. The original owner, Syms Covington, was employed as Charles Darwin's 
assistant on his Beagle voyage, and continued to correspond with him after moving to Pambula, 
even sending him samples of local plant and sea life for his studies. Syms was involved in many 
facets of local life and became Pambula's postmaster in November 1854.  Syms Covington's 
original inn, a two-roomed slab cottage, stood on this site and was licensed in 1855.  It is thought 
that the present structure was probably erected around 1856.                                                                                                                                                             
 
Sym's died in 1861 and his wife and later her second husband, Llewelyn Heaven, continued to run 
the Forest Oak Inn. Around 1864, John Behl took over the license. From 1895, the building has 
been known as "The Retreat", although for a period it was also called "Rosstherne". From 1908, 
when Dr Howle purchased the house, it has been referred to as "The Doctor's Residence". This 
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continued right up until the 1970's, Dr. Peirce is believed to have been the last doctor to reside 
there.    
 
24   ROYAL WILLOWS HOTEL .  (the bottom pub)  In January 1887 a publican's license was 
issued to William James Tweedie for new premises known as the "Royal Hotel."   The Tweedie 
family maintained a relationship with the Royal right up until the 1920's. Renovations and additions 
have been made over the years and in 1902 the hotel became the first of the Far South Coast to be 
lit by acetylene gas.  1923 saw the name changed to the "Hotel Royal" and the following year the 
notorious bushranger Louis Hart was captured on the premises by local police                                                                                                                                                                           
 
25   Mrs. MAC's EMPORIUM  was built in 1891 and was known as the Federal Stores. George 
Thomas took over the business in 1896.  Bridget McPherson ("Mrs. Mac") moved into the premises 
in the 1960's. Celebrating her 100th birthday on September 15, 1988, she was featured on television 
working in her store and was billed as Australia's oldest taxpayer. She died in Pambula District 
Hospital at 103 years of age. 
 
26   THE WEATHERBOARD BUILDING  by the War Memorial   This site was originally 
occupied by Doherty's (later Fraser's) Commercial Stores,  built C. 1883, but burnt down in 
November 1894.  The Commercial Banking Company (CBC, now known as the National Australia 
Bank) opened their Pambula branch in 1902 in a room in Thomas Brothers Federal Stores, across 
the road.  Contractor Job Koerber constructed the current weatherboard building in 1903, which the 
bank rented. In 1911, the CBC Bank purchased the premises from Mr. Doherty's estate. Further 
alterations were undertaken in 1921 giving us the building we see today. In 1985, the bank moved 
to new premises further up the street and the building was sold.  
 
27   PAMBULA POST OFFICE was established in temporary premises in 1853 when Thomas 
Clayton was appointed Postmaster. Money order facilities commenced in Pambula in 1876 and a 
telegraph office was opened in 1880.      
In June 1881 arrangements were made to amalgamate the Post and Telegraph Offices and this took 
place in 1882. In 1903 the present site was purchased from Mr. G. C. Behl and a building 
constructed and opened as a post office in 1905.  In June 1936 a disastrous fire swept through the 
Post Office and two neighbouring structures, burning them to the ground. The present structure was 
erected and opened in August 1937. In 1990 renovations were completed to give us the complex as 
it now stands.                      
                                            

RIVER FLATS AND SOUTH PAMBULA  
It is safer to cross the river flats to South Pambula by motor vehicle. Follow the signs to Eden.   As 
you cross the river flats, on the right you can catch a glimpse of 
 
28  OAKLANDS RESIDENCE AND FARM BUILDINGS .   The Oaklands homestead was 
constructed around 1846 for the Walker family, who had taken over most of the Imlay brother's 
local interests.   Also on the flats to the right was  
 
29  THE GOVERNOR FITZROY HOTEL , Pambula's first hotel, which was built by the Walker 
family.  Charles Robinson was the first licencee in 1847 and still held the licence in 1853, but 
floods destroyed the building.   
After crossing the bridge over the Pambula River, in the paddock on the left   you can see a small 
fenced enclosure containing what is left of 
 
30   THE ORIGINAL CEMETERY  with four remaining gravestones, one bearing the date 1851. 
After Pambula experienced several floods, which washed away some of the early headstones, it was 
decided to move the cemetery to it's present site on higher ground in Munje Street.          
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Continue south and turn right at the next junction, Bombala Road at South Pambula. On the south-
west corner is the   
 
31   ROAN HORSE INN, now a private residence, was built in 1848 for William Hibburd who 
held the license there from 1848 to 1857.  The building also served as a post office, doctor's surgery 
and private maternity hospital. Sessions of the Court and church services were also held there.      
Follow the signs to     
 
32   THE GRANGE, which was built by John Lloyd, RN on land he bought in 1844 with his 
severance pay when he left the navy. The Pambula River used to run along the bottom of the hill 
below the garden.                                                                                  
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